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I ask Allah, the Most Generous, Lord of the Great Throne to take care of
you in this life and the last, and to make you blessed wherever you are, and to
make you amongst those who are thankful when they are given, and patient
when they are tested, and repent when they sin, for these three are the signs of

happiness.

Know, may Allah guide you to His obedience, that A/-Haneefiyah, the
religion of Ibraheem, is that you worship Allah alone, making the religion
purely for Him. That is what Allah has commanded all people and what He
has created them for, as He, Most-High, says:
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“And I did not create Jinn and Humans except to worship Me.”

So, if you have come to know that Allah has created you for His worship,
then know that worship is not called worship except with Tawheed, just like
the prayer cannot be called prayer except with purification. Thus, if shirk
enters into worship, it becomes corrupted, similar to Aadath entering into

purification, as the Most-High said:
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“It is not for the polythiests to maintain the Mosques of Allah while
witnessing against their ownselves with disbelief. Those, their deeds have

become worthless and in the fire they will abide eternally.”
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Thus, if you know that whenever shirk mixes with worship, it becomes
corrupted, destroys all actions, and the doer becomes of those eternally in the
fire, then you will know that it is the most important matter for you to learn.

Perhaps Allah will save you from this snare, that is, shirk with Allah, which
Allah has said about:
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“Verily, Allah does not forgive associating [partners] with Him, but He

forgives what is less than that for whom He wills.”

And that is by understanding four principles that Allah has mentioned in His

Book.
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THE FIRST PRINCIPLE

To know that the disbelievers, whom the Messenger of Allah € fought,
affirmed that Allah is the Creator, the Provider, the one who gives life and
causes death, the one who is in command of all things, yet that [affirmation]

did not bring them into Islam, and the proofis the saying of Allah Most-High:
LS LA A ./ u A T2l e €20, - 2
e e B e RO C“N BARS N RS G
- 4!.,,,/ /, »9 / Pl ,, v -
4 Oo S0 T G5B SN s 5 3z

“Say: Who provides for you from the sky and the earth? Or who owns
hearing and sight? And Who brings out the living from the dead and brings
out the dead from the living? And who disposes the aftairs? They will say:
‘Allah’. Say: Will you not then be afraid.”

THE SECOND PRINCIPLE

They (the Mushrikun) say, “We do not call upon them and turn towards
them except to seek nearness and intercession.” The proof for nearness is the

saying of Allah Most-High:

“Those who take Awliya’ besides Him [say] '"We worship them only so that
they may bring us nearer to Allah in station.' Verily, Allah will judge
between them concerning that wherein they difter. Truly, Allah guides not

him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.”
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And the proof for intercession is the saying of Allah Most-High:
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“And they worship other than Allah that which neither harms themm nor
benefits them, and they say: “These are our intercessors with Allah’. Say:
Do you inform Allah of that which He knows not in the heavens or on the

earth? Exalted is He and high above all that which they associate with
Him.”

And intercession is of two types: Intercession which has been negated and

intercession which has been affirmed.

The negated intercession is the one that is sought from other than Allah
regarding a matter which only Allah is able to do. And the proofis the saying
of Allah Most-High:
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“O you who believe, spend from that with which We have provided for
you, before there comes a day in which there will be no exchange, nor
friendship, nor intercession. And the disbelievers — they are the

oppressors.”

The aftirmed intercession is that which is sought from Allah. The
intercessor is honored with the intercession. The one whom the intercession
is for, Allah must be pleased with his speech and actions. Thereafter, [Allah

must give| permission [for intercession], as Allah the Most-High said:
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“Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His Permission?”

THE THIRD PRINCIPLE

The Prophet €2 came to a people who diftered in their worship; some
worshipped the sun and the moon, some worshipped the angels, some
worshipped the prophets and pious, and some worshipped trees and stones,
and the Messenger of Allah € fought them and did not differentiate between
them. The proofis the saying of Allah Most-High:

z 542 2 /-/’ "’”’ -\*’
“Fight them until there is no more Fitnah and the religion is all for Allah”

The proof for the sun and the moon is the saying of Allah Most-High:

P 9/// - a?. I / /../ ,,4 - /q‘/’f" P
N Alazals A L Aibis a3l 22 A50AG K sy
ESN T 3%
% O)iixé\.gl/’gc&o\ﬁofyl’
“And of His signs are the night and the day and the sun and the moon. Do
not prostrate to the sun or the moon but prostrate to Allah Who created
them, if it is Him that you worship.”

The proof for the angels 1s the saying of Allah Most-High:
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“Nor would He order you to take the angels and prophets as lords.”

The proof for the prophets is the saying of Allah Most-High:

THE SCHOOL OF SUNNAH



Do
“

AL »l. 2 I ’-v" 4 //,//" /f"/:f/
5085222 38 Mo on il S A B als et 63150
/ - C/ 2% s\~ /,i—'/, 2% . /”1 € 75 /9{’/ - /,/ - )0" 91
,‘loc;& BHICWWS YV wgg/jl»;i\:ﬂ\f u-{o\yg 39\ & a
§ o)

“And when Allah will say: O Eesa son of Maryam, did you say to the
people, 'Take me and my mother as two deities besides Allah'? He will say:
Exalted are You! It was not for me to say that which I have no right. If T
had said it, You would have known it. You know what is within myself,

and I do not know what is within Yourself' Indeed, it is you who is Knower

of the unseen."”

The proof for the pious is the saying of Allah Most-High:
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“Say: Call upon those you have claimed besides Him, for they do not
possess removal of harm from you nor its transter. Those whom they call
upon seek means of access to their Lord which of them would be nearest,

and they hope for His mercy and fear his punishment. Indeed, the

punishment of your Lord is [something] to be feared.”

The proof for trees and stones is the saying of Allah Most-High:
/,‘1 2 Do o z
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“Have you considered al-Laat and al-Uzza. And Manaat, the third, the

other one?”

And the hadeeth of Abu Waagqid al-Laythee who said: We departed with
the Prophet €& to Hunain and we had recently abandoned disbelief. The

Mushrikun used to have a tree which they used to devote themselves to and
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hang their weapons upon; they used to call it, “Dhaatu Anwat”. We passed by
a tree and said: O Messenger of Allah, appoint for us a “Dhaata Anwat” like
they have a “Dhaatu Anwat”. Thus, the Messenger of Allah € said: Allahu
Akbar! It 1s the ways. You have said - by the One Whom my soul is in His
hand - as the children of Israel said to Moosa, “Appoint a god for us as they

have gods.”

THE FOURTH PRINCIPLE

The Mushrikun of our time are worse in shirk than the previous

generations, because the former generations committed shirk during [times of]
ease and would be sincere during hardship. As for the Mushrikun of today,
their shirk is continuous, in ease and in hardship. The proof is the saying of

Allah Most-High:
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“When they embark on a ship they invoke Allah sincere to Himn in religion,
but when He brings them safely to land, behold, they associate others with
Him, »
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